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the deeply hidden nature of the elements, has not been more tardy than our advances in geography. It is true,
that the Chaldeans and the Egyptians, at a time even beyond the most ancient records of authentic history, had
marked the revolutions of the heavenly bodies, with a degree of industry and success, not less worthy of
admiration than difficult of comprehension, when we contemplate their scanty apparatus; and, that during the
refined ages, many centuries before the Christian era, the latter or perhaps the Greeks, had discovered the
form, and the dimensions, of this globe, with a geometrical exactness approaching nearly to the truth; yet their
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