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But few, however, suspect how enormous are the losses to crops
in this country entailed by the attacks of the injurious species. In
Europe, the subject of applied entomology has always attracted
a great deal of attention. Most sumptuous works, elegant
quartos prepared by naturalists known the world over, and
published at government expense, together with smaller
treatises, have frequently appeared; while the subject is taught in
the numerous agricultural colleges and schools, especially of
Germany. In the densely populated countries of Europe, the
losses occasioned by injurious insects are most severely felt,
though from many causes, such as the greater abundance of
their insect parasites, and the far greater care taken by the
people to exterminate their insect enemies, they have not proved
so destructive as in our own land. In this connection I might
quote from one of Dr. Asa Fitch s reports on the noxious insects
of New York, where he says: I find that in our wheat-fields here,
the midge...
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