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As this therapy was able to improve immune function in patients, the incidence of most AIDS-defining cancers
decreased. There is a misconception, however, that AIDS has gone away. In fact, as AIDS patients are living
longer, the number of AIDS patients has more than doubled in the United States since 1996, and the AIDS
population overall has increased in age. Also, as AIDS patients are less likely to die of other complications,
cancer is coming to the forefront as one of the most common causes of death in regions where AIDS drugs are
widely available. Moreover, the three AIDS-defining cancers are now taking a back seat to a number of other
HIV-associated cancers, such as Hodgkin lymphoma, lung cancer, and anal cancer. In the developing world,
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