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Book ***** Print on Demand *****The U.S. Geological Survey, in cooperation with the Massachusetts Executive
Office of Environmental Affairs Department of Fish and Game Riverways Program, and the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, studied sediment and water quality in the lower Neponset River, which is a tributary to
Boston Harbor. Grab and core samples of sediment were tested for elements and organic compounds including
polyaromatic hydrocarbons, organochlorine pesticides, and polychlorinated biphenyls. Physical properties of
sediment samples, including grain size, were also measured. Selected sediment-core samples were tested for
reactive sulfides and metals by means of the toxicity characteristic leaching procedure, which are sediment-
disposal-related tests. Water quality, with respect to polychlorinated biphenyl contamination, was determined
by testing samples collected by PISCES passive-water-column samplers for polychlorinated biphenyl congeners.
Total concentrations of polychlorinated biphenyls were calculated by congener and by Aroclor.
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