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Subject: Climatic changes -- Government policy -- United States. Excerpt: . . . Moreover, once the parties make
such determinations, they may have limited applicability because international agreements generally are only
legally binding on countries that are parties to the agreement. For example, the 1996 Protocol to the
Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter ( also known as the
London Protocol ) generally prohibits the dumping of wastes or other matter into the ocean except for the
wastes and matter listed in the London Protocol and for which a party to the agreement has issued a dumping
permit that meets the Protocols permitting requirements. In 2006, the parties to the London Protocol agreed to
amend the Protocol to include, in certain circumstances, geological sequestration of carbon dioxide in sub-
seabed geological formations on the list of wastes and other matter that could be dumped. However, only the
37 countries that are a party to the London Protocol and who have not objected to the amendment would be
legally bound by it. In two instances, the parties to international agreements have issued decisions but not
amended the agreements regarding the agreements application to ocean fertilization, including research
projects. Generally these decisions by the parties are not considered to be legally binding, although they would
aid in interpreting the international agreement. Specifically, the two instances are: Over the course of the last 2
years, parties to the Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matters
and the London Protocol to the Convention have decided that the scope of these agreements...
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