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11 examining the use of NSLs in 2006, which we are required to issue by the end of this year. During our review,
a team of OIG staff conducted interviews of over 100 FBI and Department of Justice employees, including
personnel at FBI Headquarters, the FBI Office of the General Counsel ( OGC ), FBI Counterterrorism and
Counterintelligence Divisions, FBI personnel in four field divisions, and officials in the Departments Criminal
Division. In addition, the OIG reviewed a sample of FBI case files that contained national security letters at four
FBI field divisions: Chicago, New York, Philadelphia, and San Francisco. These field divisions were selected from
among the eight FBI field divisions that issued the most NSL requests during the review period. During our field
work at the four field divisions, we examined a sample of 77 investigative case files that contained 293 national
security letters. An investigative case file can con-tain a large number of documents, and some of the case files
we reviewed consisted of the equivalent of 20 or 30 boxes of documents. We used a judgmental sample in
selecting which files to review and included in our sample both counterterrorism and counterintelligence cases,
cases in which the NSLs were issued during prelimi-nary investigations and full investigations, and opened and
closed FBI cases. The OIG also analyzed the FBI OGCs national security letter tracking database, which the FBI
uses for collecting information to compile the Departments required reports to...
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